Reproductive energetics and thermoregulatory status of nestlings in pampas mice Akodon azarae (rodentia: sigmodontinae).
We evaluated metabolic rates during reproduction and the thermoregulatory status of preweaning pups of Akodon azarae (Fisher 1829). Metabolic rates during late pregnancy and lactation were 159% and 200%, respectively, of the basal metabolic rate. Metabolic rates of 10-d-old pups were 447% of the adult's metabolic rates. No difference in metabolic rates of pups was detected among different ambient temperatures. Differences were detected in body temperatures between pups without mothers before and after exposure to different ambient temperatures below the thermoneutral zone. Differences were not detected in body temperatures among solitary or grouped pups.